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Thanksgiving Table
Spacing Cheat Sheet
Arrange a beautifully layered, perfectly spaced

holiday table.

Master your holiday hosting with these insider styling secrets. Take the

guesswork out of entertaining and leave comfortable room for both

guests and food.

Key Table Measurements

Max 14 in
Cap florals to preserve clear

sightlines

Min 13 in
Width for a woven charger base

1 in
Flatware distance from table's

bottom edge

3
Smaller floral arrangements down

center line

5
Distinct styling approaches to

explore

Layering Your Place Setting
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Stage empty platters early
Place serving dishes and trivets on the runner

before guests arrive. This intentional staging
guarantees your turkey and heavy sides will actually

fit among the decor.

Anchor the dining zone Use a woven charger base

to physically define boundaries and protect your

delicate wood finish.

1

Stack the plates Place the main dinner plate on the

charger, followed by a smaller salad plate.

2

Add the napkin Top with a folded linen napkin and a

seasonal sprig tied with baker's twine.

3

Align the flatware Place fork left and knife right with

the blade facing inward for a crisp perimeter.

4

Add low taper candles Use short brass holders and

unscented wax to seamlessly blend with your

botanical elements.

5
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P U T  I T  T O  W O R K T H A N K S G I V I N G  TA B L E  S P AC I N G  C H E AT  S H E E T

Adjusting for Chair Types

Find your row: Your chair style

Your chair style Your pick Why

Standard side chair 24 inches Ideal placement along the table sides

Upholstered armchair 28 inches Keep bulky seats at the table heads

Dining bench 22 inches Per person along one long side

Folding chair Match standard Perfect for your secondary tables

Final Checks Before Seating

Sit in every chair to verify clear sightlines across the

table.

Steam the linen runner directly on the table to

remove folds.

Place heat-resistant cork trivets under your staged

empty platters.

Group the gravy boat near mashed potatoes to

optimize serving flow.

Keep a dedicated candle snuffer nearby on a small

decorative tray.

Fill water glasses halfway and light tapers just before

guests sit.

Hosting Notes

Enjoy a relaxed, beautifully organized feast with the people you love most.
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