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Small-Bookshelf
Spacing Sheet
Perfectly measured shelf heights for every

book format in your collection.

Map out your physical shelf layout before moving a single

book into the space. Establishing exact vertical clearance

zones ensures your collection feels intentionally curated.

Core Vertical Clearances

Mass-

market row:
8 in
clearance for small

paperbacks

10 in
trade paperback clearance
for mid-sized volumes

12 in
hardcover clearance
grounds the entire piece

14 in
clearance for oversized art
books

24-28 in
top surface height flush
with sofa

4x5 in
hidden 2nd row riser block
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Invisible Support
Keep trade paperbacks perfectly upright by
tucking a thin metal hidden L-bookend under

the last book on the middle shelf. The page
weight locks it firmly against the wood.
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Matching Shelf Depth

Find your row: Available Depth

Available Depth Your pick Why

6 inches Mass-market paperbacks Creates a snug framing effect

8 inches Trade paperbacks Balances the center of the unit

10 inches Standard hardcovers Grounds the base visually

12 inches Two staggered paperback rows Maximizes a beautifully tiered display

Custom Built-In Details Pre-Styling Checks

Push the empty bookshelf against the wall to

evaluate the baseboard gap.

Group your mass-market paperbacks by spine

color rather than by author.

Position a battery-operated LED puck light

beneath the shelf above dark tiers.

Project Notes & Measurements

Enjoy styling your beautifully balanced, perfectly measured reading nook!
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Desk grommet for lamp Measure plug

diameter, tape veneer, and drill the top back

corner with a hole saw.

1

Notched for baseboard Set a compass to the

deepest trim part and scribe the profile onto

the back bottom corner.

2

Building the riser Cut raw, unsealed solid oak

or maple to provide essential friction for

elevated back-row books.
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