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Skeleton Rigging
Cheat Sheet
Secure, weatherproof, and pose your lifelike outdoor

skeleton.

Build a dynamic, weather-proof Halloween scene that withstands the

autumn elements. These rigging tricks keep your skeleton securely

posed and accessorized all season long.

Essential Rigging Specs

1/4 in
Add star lock washers

3/16 in
Drill heel drain holes

5-10 lb
Weighted prop on foot

20 lb test
Fishing line wrist tie

30 lb test
Elbow fishing line weight

50 lb test
Ankle fishing line weight

4 in
Clear zip tie grip

90 degrees
Sharp bend held by friction

Rigging Your Skeleton
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Protect the Plastic
Skip permanent glue so you can reposition limbs!

Tighten bolts just until the joint holds its own
weight to avoid cracking the plastic housing.

Stiffen joints Insert internal lock washers for friction

so limbs hold a sharp angle without sagging.

1

Add drainage Drill holes at the lowest gravity points

to let trapped heavy rainwater escape harmlessly.

2

Anchor base Rest a heavy weighted prop directly

over the base to prevent blowing away.

3

Tether limbs Secure invisible tension lines to a stable

porch structure for dynamic action postures.

4

Attach props Bind plastic finger bones tightly

around everyday objects to complete the lifelike

scene.

5
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P U T  I T  T O  W O R K S K E L E T O N  R I G G I N G  C H E AT  S H E E T

Anchor Placement Guide

Find your row: Skeleton posture

Skeleton posture Your pick Why

Seated pose Pelvis anchors Prevents backward tipping

Standing setup Ankle anchors Keeps setup firmly grounded

Hiding base weights Foot anchors Conceals beneath faux pumpkins

Lifelike Styling Themes

Modern farmhouse scene with chic black and white

accents.

Humorous morning routine holding a daily

newspaper.

Moody gothic guardian styled with deep plum florals.

Tarnished brass props for a spooky, elegant look.

Vibrant harvest scene dressing the skeleton in

weathered denim.

Playful garden worker surrounded by bright orange

gourds.

Everyday realism with a coffee mug in the hand.

Final Stability Check

Test joint friction to ensure the arm holds without

dipping.

Verify that the heel drainage holes are completely

unobstructed.

Pluck the clear fishing line to confirm it is taut.

Nudge the skeleton to ensure the weighted prop

holds steady.

Setup Notes

Enjoy your spooky, lifelike display that is built to survive the autumn winds!
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