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Zoning & Clearance
Cheat Sheet
Master your tight open kitchen living room layout

without pinching daily traffic flow.

Arrange your sofa, size your rug, and measure your walkways with

confidence. This guide helps you create a cohesive, breezy space

that feels intentionally structured.

Key Layout Clearances

Min. 36 in
Clearance for main traffic
paths

Under 36 in
Max sofa back height behind
counters

8-12 in
Sofa front legs overlap on rug

Min. 12 in
Bare floor between rug and
wall

Min. 6 in
Rug extension beyond sofa

sides

30-36 in
Pendant height above the

countertop

Master Your Spatial Flow
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Shift Sofa Off-Center Offset from the island to

create a straight, unpinched walkway prioritizing

smooth human traffic.

1

Run Seamless Wood Planks Run identical boards

parallel to your longest wall to unify zones and

visually lengthen the space.

2

Ground With the Rug Rest front legs on the rug

to securely anchor seating so it never looks

floating.

3

Keep Sightlines Open Ensure the sofa back stays

below the island counter for an unbroken,

sweeping view.

4

Hide the Prep Sink
Place a tall vase with leafy branches strategically

on the island to beautifully shield daily clutter

from the sofa's perspective.
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P U T  I T  T O  W O R K Z O N I N G  &  C L E A R A N C E  C H E AT  S H E E T

Match Wood Tones Carefully

Find your row: Your floor tone

Your floor tone Your pick Why

Light Oak Warm Terracotta cabinets High contrast, grounding effect

Ash White Matte Sage cabinets Medium contrast, airy effect

Warm Walnut Soft Cream cabinets High contrast, classic effect

Check Before You Arrange

Verify backless barstools slide entirely beneath the

kitchen island overhang.

Ensure your rug is large enough for accent chairs

to rest on.

Swap bulky traditional armchairs for streamlined,

armless alternatives to reduce weight.

Repeat terracotta and cream tones across both

zones to unify the room.

Avoid oversized sectionals that completely block

the primary traffic path.

Room Dimensions & Notes

Enjoy your beautifully structured, breezy open plan that flows effortlessly every single day.
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