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Batten Spacing
Cheat Sheet
Calculate mathematically perfect gaps for a

flawless, custom-looking millwork installation.

Mastering a perfectly proportioned board-and-batten wall is

incredibly simple once you learn these designer finishing tricks.

Gather your measurements and let's create a beautiful focal

point.

Key Project Values

0.75 x 2.5 in
Actual 1x3 primed MDF batten
size

48 hours
Minimum time to acclimate
your boards

45 degrees
Bevel the bottom edge for
baseboards

2 in
Brad nails for securing to studs

220 grit
Sanding sponge for flush nail

holes

The Installation Sequence
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Flat sheen hides flaws
Glossy finishes highlight tiny caulk lines and
texture variations. Choosing a flat premium
acrylic latex paint absorbs light, making the wall

look like solid, flawless custom architecture.

Calculate the spacing Subtract combined batten

width from total wall length, then divide that

remainder by the spaces.

1

Secure the grid Nail into studs, or apply a thin zig-

zag of construction adhesive directly behind the

wood.

2

Caulk the seams Apply paintable acrylic caulk to

one batten at a time, smoothing gently with warm

water.

3

Color-match outlets Lightly sand covers, apply

bonding primer, and paint them the exact same

green.

4
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P U T  I T  T O  W O R K B AT T E N  S P AC I N G  C H E AT  S H E E T

Material Choice Guide
Find your row: Your style goal

Your style goal Your pick Why

Smooth painted accent walls 1x3 in Primed MDF Stays perfectly straight and smooth

Clear stained wood finishes 1x3 in Select Pine Beautiful natural wood grain

Rustic farmhouse style trim 1x4 in Common Pine Wider rustic appearance

Thin modern vertical slats 1x2 in Primed Poplar Sleek modern profile

High moisture bathroom walls 1x3 in PVC Trim Resists water damage

High-traffic durable baseboards 1x3 in Solid Oak Maximum durability for heavy wear

Pre-Installation Checklist

Measure wall from corner to corner at baseboard,

middle, and ceiling.

Measure the physical face of your chosen wood,

not the store label.

Note exact distance to electrical outlets, air vents,

or windows.

Mark every wall stud behind your layout to plan

secure nailing.

Test paint swatches directly on primed battens to

see physical shadows.

Project Notes & Math

Layer a warm cognac leather sofa and organic textures to complete your beautiful space!
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