SOFT & SOULFUL - PRINTABLE GUIDE HIDDEN DOOR

Hidden Bookcase
Door Build Checklist

Plan clearances, select hardware, and master
seamless trim for a flawless secret room.

Constructing a perfectly disguised secret door requires exact planning
and precise clearances. Use this checklist to master pivot placement,
seamless trim integration, and safe weight distribution.

@ Critical Clearances & Specs

5-7 degrees 1/4 in

back-bevel on latch-side casing for magnetic push latch release

1/8 - 3/16 in 70 percent

beneath moving baseboard trim of heavy items on hinge side

1.5in 1/2 in

intact cover for faux book depth if drywall wraps into opening

® Trim-on-Door Cut Order

Luérc’cate the Pivot Bea.rmgs o Frame the rough opening Use engineered lumber or
Apply white lithium grease fo the internal thrust double trimmers to prevent wall flex when the heavy
bearings before setting the door. This prevents unit swings.

grinding and ensures a silent, effortlecs swing for e Secure the fixed shelves Glue and screw every shelf

years. solidly into the cabinet plywood sides for rigid
torsion strength.

Attach the crown molding Cut moving crown
perfectly flush at a right angle using a razor-sharp
miter saw.

wood face frame stiles past the cabinet box to hide
gaps.
Paint the entire unit Paint the hidden door and

surrounding walls simultaneously using the identical
batch for seamless camouflage.

o Overlap the face frames Glue and brad-nail solid
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PUT IT TO WORK HIDDEN BOOKCASE DOOR BUILD CHECKLIST

® Pivot Hardware & Clearances

Find your row: Your Bookcase Type

Your Bookcase Type Your pick Why
Hollow core shelves Standard center pivot Needs 5/8 in clearance; check rating
Solid wood bookcase Heavy-duty offset pivot Needs 3/4 in clearance; verify capacity
Wide double doors Commercial floor closer Needs 1in clearance; consult pro

@ Pre-Build Site Checks @ Final Mechanical Checklist

(O Verify solid wood blocking between floor joists Floor pivot takes load downward into solid subfloor

directly beneath the pivot. blocking.

Ensure magnetic strike plate makes full flush contact Touch latch at the top holds heavy unit securely.

with latch plunger. Door books are fakes to prevent shifting weight

hazards.

hollow top pivot pin. Crown rides on door to camouflage the horizontal

O
(O Route low-voltage lighting wires directly through the
O cut.

Source thrifted hardcover books with textured spines

for the faux display. Back-bevel swing edge prevents binding against the

fixed jamb.

O O 0O 0o d

Hinge-to-latch loading plan keeps the door frame
from racking.

® Build Notes & Measurements

Enjoy your beautifully hidden space, and happy building!
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