
S O F T  &  S O U L F U L  ·  P R I N TA B L E  G U I D E E N T R Y WAY  B E N C H

Entryway Bench
Dimension
Cheat Sheet
Plan and build a perfectly proportioned

mudroom drop zone.

Confidently measure, select, or build a bench that

effortlessly handles your chaotic daily routine. Keep these

exact numbers handy to ensure your upgrade looks

completely intentional.

Core Bench Proportions

18 in
Finished seat height with
compressed cushion

15-18 in
Comfortable adult seating
depth

9-10 in
Width per daily shoe pair

Max 36 in
Max span without vertical
center support

2-3 in
High-density cushion foam

thickness

3 coats
Water-based poly on

slatted shelves
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Hidden Zipper Placement
Place the cushion cover zipper on the bottom
back edge so it can be easily flipped if a stain

occurs right before wash day.

https://softandsoulful.com/


P U T  I T  T O  W O R K E N T R Y WAY  B E N C H  D I M E N S I O N  C H E AT  S H E E T

Drafting Your Bench Layout

Core Material Selection

Find your row: Project finish and use

Project finish and use Your pick Why

Stained top seats Solid Oak Exceptional durability for heavy daily use

Painted project bases Birch Plywood Very good dimensional stability

Dry interior trims MDF Fair durability at a low cost

Space & Fit Checks

Scribe side panels with a contour gauge to

match existing trim perfectly.

Verify at least 36 inches of clear walkway

remains in front.

Subtract one inch from interior cubby width for

easy basket sliding.

Tuck rug edge just beneath recess to clear

front door swing.

Plan pocket hole joinery on shelf undersides to

conceal screw heads.

Project Notes & Measurements

Enjoy building a beautiful, functional drop zone that effortlessly handles your daily

routine!
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1-inch dirt drop gap Leave spacing behind the

backrest to protect baseboards and allow

vacuuming, depending on your wall trim.

1

Washable cushion cover Use performance

canvas or outdoor fabric to handle wet coats

and muddy paws effortlessly.

2

Asymmetric boot bay Dedicate minimum 18-

inch vertical clearance on one side so tall

winter boots never suffer folded shafts.

3

Vented shoe drop Build a slatted lower tier 6

to 8 inches high to circulate air around damp

standard sneakers.

4

3-inch toe kick space Recess the base 3

inches deep and 3 to 4 inches high for

comfortable ergonomic heel tucking.

5
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