SOFT & SOULFUL - PRINTABLE GUIDE DECK COVER

DIY Retractable
Deck Canopy

Hardware shopping list and wire spacing
measurement guide

Build a custom, smooth-sliding canvas canopy to block harsh
afternoon sun. Gather the right rust-proof components and space your
guide wires perfectly with this cheat sheet.

® Canopy Measurements

1/8-inch 24-36 in

steel guide wires (aircraft cable) wire spacing based on fabric
1in per ft 1 per run

required minimum slope for hidden turnbuckles at house
drainage fascia

UPF 50+ 2X wire

shade fabric to block heat diameter

quick-release clips clearance size

12-18 In 2 In harrower
brass grommet spacing along fabric width compared to wires
edge

Maximize Tensioning Distance

Open your turnbuckle fully before attaching the
cable. Thic gives you the maximum tensioning
distance o eliminate cagging once everything ic

connected.
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PUT IT TO WORK

DIY RETRACTABLE DECK CANOPY

Outer Post Height Guide

Find your row: Outward deck run

8 feet 100 in outer post
10 feet 98 in outer post
12 feet 96 in outer post
14 feet 94 in outer post
16 feet 92 in outer post
® Hardware Shopping List
() Stainless steel aircraft cable for wire runs
(1) Heavy-duty stainless steel eye screws
() Stainless steel turnbuckles for tensioning
() Stainless steel wire rope clips
(] Marine-grade brass grommets
()] Quick-release stainless carabiners
() Solution-dyed acrylic or high-density polyethylene
canvas
() UV-resistant polyester thread for seams
® Check Before You Build
(O Confirm house ledger attachment height is exactly
108 inches for table.
(O Measure outer posts from highest ledger board

O

(O Verify working load limits on all hardware packaging.

attachment.

Check local building codes for minimum overhead
clearance.

Project Notes

8 in total drop
10 in total drop
12 in total drop
14 in total drop

16 in total drop

® Anchoring the Cable Foundation

o Mark spacing Mark intervals perfectly parallel across
both the house ledger and outer support beam.

Pre-drill holes Drill pilot holes slightly smaller than
the threads to prevent wood posts from splitting.

e Drive screws Drive the eye screws fully into the
wood until the loops sit flush.

° Loop and clamp Loop bare cable through the outer
eye screw and secure using two wire rope clips.

Enjoy your beautifully shaded, incredibly comfortable all-day outdoor living room!
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