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Large Group Posing
Cheat Sheet
Confidently arrange and style an extended family

organically.

Planning a beautifully styled photoshoot for massive groups is simple.

Use these geometric posing techniques to capture a cohesive, relaxed

heirloom.

At a Glance

15+
people easily styled and arranged

5
simple geometric posing

techniques used

3
seating levels for vertical tiers

8-10 in
spacing between heads vertically

horizontally

45 degrees
inward angle for bodies toes

90 mins
before sunset for golden

illumination

1
signature pop color scattered

widely

Posing the Group

softandsoulful.com Large Group Posing Cheat Sheet 1 / 2

Center the elders
Start by seating the grandparents comfortably

right in the middle. This establishes a stable core
anchor point before adding any other relatives to

the frame.

Build in triangles Group faces into odd-numbered

clusters diagonally so nobody hides directly behind

another person's shoulder.

1

Overlap shoulders Step closer until touching to

eliminate visible torso gaps and avoid emotional

distance on camera.

2

Connect the generations Ask standing adults to

place a hand gently on the seated person directly in

front.

3

Direct the eyeline Have the group look at the

grandparents for a few frames to prompt genuine

smiles.

4

Give hands purpose Men hook thumbs in front5
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P U T  I T  T O  W O R K L A R G E  G R O U P  P O S I N G  C H E AT  S H E E T

Neutral Wardrobe Base

Find your row: Family member's placement

Family member's placement Your pick Why

Seated elders Warm cream chunky knit Anchors the core comfortably

Standing adults Soft heather gray linen Keeps the back row airy

Kids on blankets Faded denim chambray Durable for the floor tier

Outer edge anchors Camel tan suede or corduroy Frames the group securely

Location and Setup Checks

Find a pocket of open shade under large trees.

Check for a bright, airy background behind the shade.

Gather sturdy wooden dining chairs and a vintage

bench.

Lay down a thick, moisture-resistant blanket for the

floor tier.

Review far left and right edges for awkward stray

arms.

Stunning Coordinated Styles

Coastal blues and crisp whites with natural tan linen.

Cozy cabin denim washes and forest green flannels.

Formal black-tie attire with soft champagne accents.

Autumn mustard, deep burgundy, and chunky knit

sweaters.

Urban monochrome varying greys and sharp black

silhouettes.

Session Notes

Share this sequence with your photographer to keep everyone beautifully on the same page!
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