SOFT & SOULFUL - PRINTABLE GUIDE BOOKSHELF DECOR

The 5-Shelt
Styling Map

Arrange your books and accents into a
cohesive, balanced display.

Transform a flat-pack bookcase into a gallery-like focal
point using your existing library. Follow this structured
zigzag path to balance weights, heights, and negative

space perfectly.

® Key Styling Measurements
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Metal L-plate as invisible Hook to hang art over
bookend books

12in 20 percent

Spacing gaps between Minimum bare negative
major decor moments space per shelf

® The Visual Zigzag Map

]ackez‘g’ Inside Ouvt o Top & Upper Shelves Top: plant left, upright
Reverse dust jackets so the plain cream paper right. Upper: stack center, small art right. Pre-
cide facec out. Uce a soft 2B pencil for titles drill tiny pilot holes.

co they can be easily erased if you flip Them @ Middle Shelf Placement Upright row left,
back. horizontal stack right. Keep the center

completely empty to give eyes rest.

e Lower & Base Shelves Lower: stack left,
upright center. Base: heavy woven baskets
anchoring the left and right sides.
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PUT IT TO WORK

THE 5-SHELF STYLING MAP

® Sort By Physical Dimensions

Find your row: Your collection sizes

Your collection sizes
Oversized art volumes
Standard hardcover novels
Mass-market paperbacks

Standard flat-pack unit
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Your pick

Before You Style

Check manufacturer packaging for the exact
weight rating of your shelves.

Measure the center point of your chosen book
row for hooks.

Verify your decorative topper is narrower than
the book cover.

Confirm your plant pots have sealed plastic drip
trays inside.

Measurements & Notes

Bottom tier only

Eye-level vertical rows
Enclosed storage or donate

Pull books completely forward

Prevents 30-inch spans from bowing
Builds structurally sound foundations
Maintains a calm aesthetic

Makes 11-inch shelves look deeper

® Styling Shopping List
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Matte cream, raw brass, and deep terracotta
accents.

Metal L-plates to hide underneath final books.

Brass cup hooks for hanging lightweight
frames.

Small brass bowl or vintage knot sculpture.

Large woven seagrass baskets for bottom
shelves.

Sealed plastic drip trays for trailing plants.

Personal items like a vintage camera.

Enjoy your beautifully curated, gallery-worthy bookcase!
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