SOFT & SOULFUL - PRINTABLE GUIDE

BASEMENT THEATER

Low-Ceiling Theater

Layout Guide

Transform your cramped basement into a
comfortable, cinematic escape.

Create an immersive viewing experience regardless of ceiling height
with strategic paint and low-profile seating. Map out your clearances

and lighting to build the perfect subterranean retreat.

® Key Measurements

15 inches

seat height for floor-level
sectionals

Min 36 in
walkway clearance from structural
supports

1to 1.5x

viewing distance based on screen
diagonal

15 cdlegrees

max vertical viewing angle for
comfort

Min 2 feet

rug extension beyond seating
perimeter

42 inches

TV center height from finished
floor

Min 4 feet

dark paint extension past screen
edge

2 solid coats

matte paint coverage for side
walls

® Cinematic Design Techniques

0 Sub-5 LRV matte paint Anchors the screen and
prevents glare. Apply to the screen wall to absorb
ambient light completely.

e Color-drench ceiling Spray exposed ductwork and
joists the same dark flat finish to make low ceilings
recede visually.

@ Bias LED backlighting Mount 6500K strips behind
the television to reduce eye strain and smooth the
harsh screen transition.

o Legless pit sectional Drop seating to floor level to
instantly create the illusion of a taller room and
maximize headroom.

a Plush acoustic rug Layer over a dense felt pad to

softandsoulful.com

Prep before you paint

Clean exposed wood and metal with a degreasing
colution before priming. Skipping This preparation
often leade to flaking paint directly over your

expensive seating.
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PUT IT TO WORK

LOW-CEILING THEATER LAYOUT GUIDE

® Bias LED Sizing

Find your row: Screen Size

Screen Size Your pick

55-inch TV 10-foot strip
65-inch TV 13-foot strip
75-inch TV 16-foot strip
85-inch TV 18-foot strip

® Pre-Installation Checks

(O Measure lowest ductwork to establish your maximum

ceiling clearance.

verify walkways.

LED lighting fixtures.

Find primary sound reflection points by sliding a
mirror along side walls.

o O O O

Determine how far ambient screen light reaches to
mark wall transitions.

® Theater Planning Notes

Outline the sectional footprint with painter's tape to

Evaluate dark paint swatches using the exact planned

Why

Mount 2 inches from edge
Mount 2.5 inches from edge
Mount 3 inches from edge

Mount 3 inches from edge

Enjoy your cozy, immersive cinematic escape right in the comfort of your own basement!
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